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Biographical/Historical Note:  Edgar Allen Diddle was born near Gradyville in Adair County, Kentucky 
on March 12, 1895 to John Haskins and Mary Elizabeth (Hughes) Diddle.  He attended Centre College in 
Danville from 1915 to 1917, entered the U.S. Army, then returned to Centre for a time.  After coaching 
briefly at the high school level, Diddle arrived at Western Kentucky in 1922.  He was initially athletic 
director and coach of all sports.   As the Hilltoppers' men's basketball coach from 1922 to 1964, he 
compiled a career record of 759 victories and 302 defeats and took his teams to ten OVC championships, 
eight National Invitational Tournaments and three National Collegiate Athletic Association tournaments.  
WKU's Diddle arena was dedicated November 7, 1963 in his honor.  E.A. Diddle married his former 
women’s basketball player Margaret Louise Monin in 1923.  He died January 2, 1970.   He was inducted 
into Western's newly created Athletic Hall of Fame in 1991, and into the Hall of Distinguished Alumni in 
1992.  [excerpts from Encyclopedia of Kentucky] 
 
Description:  Interview with E.A. Diddle by unidentified person regarding coaching philosophy and career 
at WKU. 
 
Dates: January 30, 1959 
 
Allied Materials: 
MSS Montell, B91A, F29 recording 31 
UA1B3.3 – University Athletic Committee - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/128/  
UA1C - University Archives Photograph Collection 
UA1C11.16 – E.A. Diddle Photograph Collection - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/98/  
UA19 - Athletics Director’s Records - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/78/  
UA36I.21 – William Jenkins Personal Papers - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/22/  
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UA37.5.3 ~ Records Audiotape Recording List 
Media ID Start time Side Subject 
001-029 1 Basketball strategies 
Ball control 
Crowd influence 
Referees 
Man to man and zone 
030-043 1 E.A. Diddle on John Sherman Cooper, Centre College classmate became senator 
044-046 1 Diddle's reasons for becoming coach 
047-083 1 Story about Wilson Spuck 
084-099 1 E.A. Diddle on becoming a coach 
100-108 1 Diddle's early career 
WKU 1922 
Greenview High School 
WKU salary $160 per month 
109-125 1 Diddle on WKU coaching 
126-157 1 Diddle on the Red Towel tradition 
Used to communicate with players 
Red to distinguish from Physical Education towels 
158-193 1 Stages of coaching 
Developing community leaders 
194-214 1 Coaches relationship with community 
215-255 1 Loyalty to WKU 
Playing against teams coached by former players 
Playing against Ed Diddle Jr.'s teams 
Margaret Diddle's reaction when playing against Ed Diddle Jr. 
256-288 1 Amusing incidents during coaching career 
290-310 1 Health issues after heart attack 
311-326 1 How does he remember the games 
Remembers players 
Kelly Thompson 
Former players have remembered him 
327-363 1 Changes in basketball over 20 years 
Scoring more 
Offense is better now 
364-401 1 Balancing athletics and academics 
402-end 1 Diddle discouraged Ed Jr. from becoming a coach 
Do what you love to do 
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